TOP PRIZE

I would like to start off by thanking Jon Marshall from  Moulicent Lake who donated a weeks fishing at his beautiful lake as one of  the prizes for the winner of the RN & RM AA Carp Champs 2008, What a top prize, thanks again Jon 

The other people I would like to thank are the people behind the scenes, committee members and the organisers of these fishing events.  Without their effort none of this would be possible, please keep up the good work and keep the Carp fishing in the Navy and Marines alive.   
Moulicent

After looking at Jon’s website at www.moulicent.co.uk we decided we had a choice of two dates, this was because of the usual considerations, work, money and time away from the family, all factors that needed to be taken in to account before we made a decision. 
On Jon’s catch report for 2008 we noticed that last year on the last week in February it fished extremely well when a couple of lads fished it and caught an awful lot of very big and impressive fish. 
Frank and I had a quick debate about the pros and cons of going at this time of year, will the fish be moving and active, will they be feeding or not, etc, etc.  Anyway we decided what the hell it’s worth a gamble.  We contacted Jon and the date was set, we were off to Moulicent whatever the conditions and whatever the weather.

We arrived at Moulicent on the Saturday and were met by a warm and friendly welcome from Jon.  First thing we did was walk the lake and decide on what swim to fish.  We opted for swims 2 and 3 because these were the most sociable being close together.

There are 4 swims on the lake and a large area set aside for stalking, it ranges in depth from 3 to 8 feet with all 4 swims having at least 7ft in depth in front of them.  The lake itself is just over 4 acres in size and it is situated in a small wooded valley, very beautiful and very quiet. The lake bottom ranges from large areas of silt, that didn’t seem to be too deep to harder areas inter-dispersed with the odd smaller areas of sand.  Jon has a map that he will show you to help you get started, we found it helpful.
We then went to the static caravan and went through the lake rules and discussed what rigs and bait to use, again Jon couldn’t be more helpful.  We decided on CC Moore’s Meteor 18mm boilies to be supplemented with a couple of bags of other boilies and popup’s we had brought from the UK.  Moulicent is now a boilie only lake, no particles
Jon then showed us a death rig that someone used last year and I can see why he wasn’t pleased.  Jon then got his trailer loaded up and took all our fishing kit to the swims where we set up and started to fish. 
Sunday morning came and graced Frank with the first fish of the year from Moulicent, a beautiful 28.8lb mirror a PB for him.  We both thought that this was it, his lines had been in the water less than 24 hours and already he had a fish on the bank.   
He caught this close in to the far bank just under a tree directly in front of his swim (swim 3) in about 5 to 6ft of water.  The fish put up magnificent fight and took Frank ages to get on the bank.  As you can see from the pictures he was really happy with his catch.   
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Things then went extremely quiet on the lake, we started monitoring the water temperature praying it would rise and get the fish moving.  It didn’t rise above 9 degrees the whole week we were there.  I think this was due to extremely cold nights and overcast days.

As the days passed we then started fiddling with rigs, trying different locations; different tactics at different depths around the lake trying to locate fish but nothing seemed to work, it was doing my head in. 

The pressure was on.  I still hadn’t caught a fish and it was now Wednesday, in fact it was dusk on Wednesday, the sun was going down to mark the end of another day  and I was sat there thinking what to do next and running out of ideas. Suddenly my alarm burst into life and started to scream.  I picked up the rod and I knew straight away I was in.

It didn’t take too long to get the fish on the bank as it was quite sluggish and slow due to the extremely cold winter it had had, nevertheless I was really happy to have gotten a fish at last.  We put it in the weigh sling and it went to 26.6lb I was extremely happy and relieved we had cracked it both of us had caught.
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I caught this fine specimen on a B5 popup with B5 chops in a PVA bag cast close in to the far bank again in about 5 to 6ft of water,

We didn’t see another fish until late on Friday night when I managed to get one of Jon’s thirties out.  I got it on a small sandy area near the boat jetty between swims 1 and 2.  I caught it on the Meteor boilies in about 2 to 3ft of water.  What a fish!
It fought like mad and took me ages to land, my arms were hanging out.  We weighed it in at 31.1lb what a magnificent fish, what a magnificent end to a great week.
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All in all Frank and I left Moulicent extremely happy, Frank with a new PB and myself with another thirty.  What a week, what a lake.
I think that a comment in Jon’s comment book sums it up for me 

“If Carlsberg did fishing then this would be it”

Thanks for a great time,
“WE WILL BE BACK”
